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and technics with a spirit of learning, faith-
ful citizenship, vocational and economic ef-
fectiveness, wise use of leisure and ethical
character.

Some of the more specific purposes are to
form a partnership of home and school, to
establish cooperation between parents, to
promote the understanding of school stand-
ards and activities, to comprehend and sup-
port the school system, to develop programs
of study courses on child welfare, to train
persons for the profession of parenthood,
to develop constructive and protective activi-
ties, to prevent mistakes and misunderstand-
ings, to promote welfare legislation, and to
secure cooperation with other organizations.

The work of the Congress is accomplished
through the departments of organization and
research, extension, public welfare, education,
home service and health. Publications in-
clude the magazine, Child Welfare, a year-
book and the proceedings of the annual con-
vention. Headquarters is in Washington.
D. C.

This organization has a far-reaching in-
fluence on the educational policies of school
men and is the most dependable source of
popular support for the public school system.
The great educational awakening among par-
ents is largely attributable to the work of this
Congress.

PARESIS, (also pronounced pa rests) is
a nervous disease which begins with such
mild symptoms as excitability and a tend-
ency to be irritable, and progresses gradually
to a condition of paralysis and insanity. It
is more prevalent in males than in females,
and occurs most frequently between the ages
of thirty-five and forty. The underlying
cause is syphilis, but there is usually present
a weakened condition due to use of alcohol,
mental shock, injury to the head, etc. The
course of the disease is usually four years.
Death may result from convulsions, exhaus-
tion, hemorrhage of the brain or some com-
plication.

PARIS, in Greek legend, the son of Priam
and Hecuba. His mother dreamed before
his birth that she had brought forth a fire-
brand, and having been informed by the
priests that this meant that her son should
cause the destruction of Troy, she had the
child left on Mount Ida to die. Here, how-
ever, he was found by a shepherd, who
brought him up as his own son. "When he
'grew to young- manhood, his great beauty

won him the love of the nympk Oenone,
whom he married. They were happy to-
gether until, one day, Paris was called to
decide a beauty contest between Juno,
Minerva and Venus, all of whom claimed the
apple which, marked "For the fairest," was
thrown into their midst (See APPLE OF DIS-
CORD). Each of the goddesses promised to
Paris a reward if he would decide in her
favor, but the offer of Venus of the most
beautiful woman in the world as Ms wife
was most to his taste, and he awarded the
prize to her. While on a visit to Greece,
Paris was entertained at the home of Mene-
laus, king of Sparta, whose wife, Helen, the
most beautiful woman of her time, he treach-
erously made love to and carried off. This act
caused the Trojan War. After the capture
of the city he killed Achilles by shooting him
in the heel, and he was himself killed by
Philoctetes. SeeHELEJT; TROY.

JRIS, pai/is, FRANCE, the
beloved Pa reef of all
Frenchmen, is the capital
and largest city of the
republic, and since sur-
passed in population by
Tokyo, Moscow, and
Shanghai, is now eighth
among the cities of the
world. In the fourth cen-
tury the name Paris was
given to a settlement
which first appeared on
an island in the Eiver
Seine (Isle de la Cite;
see map, page 2736),
more than 200 years earl-
ier, and in its earliest days
it was a place of importance; there have
been only brief periods since medieval days
when its influence upon European affairs has
not reached the limits of the continent.

There is another side to this city that com-
mands world attention, Paris is a unique
mixture of the grave and the gay. It is the
undisputed fashion center of the world, and
the greatest pleasure-loving city of Europe;
its artistic trend finds expression in magnifi-
cent art treasures \ in education, students
from all over the world bear testimony to its
unexcelled facilities,

Location and Population. The French
capital lies on a level plain in the northern
part of the country. It is built on both banks
of the Eiver Seine, 110 miles in a direct liae